“Scripture”
Article 4 Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective

We believe that all Scripture is inspired by God through the
Holy Spirit for instruction in salvation and training in right-
eousness. We accept the Scriptures as the Word of God and
as the fully reliable and trustworthy standard for Christian
faith and life. We seek to understand and interpret Scripture
in harmony with Jesus Christ as we are led by the Holy Spirit in
the church.

We believe that God was at work through the centuries in the
process by which the books of the Old and New Testaments
were inspired and written. Through the Holy Spirit, God
moved human witnesses to write what is needed for salva-
tion, for guidance in faith and life, and for devotion to God.

We accept the Bible as the Word of God written. God has
spoken in many and various ways through the prophets and
apostles. God has spoken above all in the living Word who
became flesh and revealed the truth of God faithfully and
without deception. We also acknowledge the Scripture as
the fully reliable and trustworthy Word of God written in
human language. We believe that God continues to speak
through the living and written Word. Because Jesus Christ is
the Word become flesh, Scripture as a whole has its center
and fulfillment in him.

We acknowledge the Scripture as the authoritative source and
standard for preaching and teaching about faith and life, for
distinguishing truth from error, for discerning between good
and evil, and for guiding prayer and worship. Other claims on
our understanding of Christian faith and life, such as tradition,
culture, experience, reason, and political powers, need to be
tested and corrected by the light of Holy Scripture.

The Bible is the essential book of the church. Through the
Bible, the Holy Spirit nurtures the obedience of faith to Jesus
Christ and guides the church in shaping its teaching, witness-
ing, and worship. We commit ourselves to persist and delight
in reading, studying, and meditating on the Scriptures. We
participate in the church’s task of interpreting the Bible and
of discerning what God is saying in our time by examining all
things in the light of Scripture. Insights and understandings
which we bring to the interpretation of the Scripture are to
be tested in the faith community.
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NURTURING ANABAPTIST FAITH:
READING SCRIPTURE

GATHERING

Welcome and invitation 1047
Song 11 Mountain of God
Song 420 God of the Bible

CONFESSSING AND BEING RECONCILED
Reading 897
Share the peace of Christ 850

HEARING

Scripture: Psalm 119:9-16

Reading: 925 #4

Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1, Matthew 5:13

Reflection: Charles Baraka, Madison Mennonite
Church and CEO of Amahoro Ministries

for Communities

RESPONDING
Song 297 You are salt for the earth
Sharing what we have seen, heard, and felt

Praying

SENDING

Song 849 We your people sing your praises
Blessing

Announcements

August 28: Covenant Sunday led by Leadership Team. Love Feast
Sept 4: 10 AM @ Harrington Beach State Park. Love Feast



